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1.
Project details

Summary

Lands Village Hall Trust asked us to design and layout their newsletter, to align with their
new brand identity and web site.

Scope

The Trust wanted a modern, fresh design that used their branding colour scheme, logo,
and appearance. It was important for the charity to limit the cost of print production, and
it was essential for the sponsor of the newsletter to have space.

To demonstrate that the charity was viable and professional, the Trust decided it wanted
to have a professional design and print service rather than something printed at home on
an A4 sheet of paper. The scope of the project included the design and layout, image
manipulation, and printing.
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Story

Lands Village Hall Trust is a small community charity centred around a local village
hall. The Trustees decided to update the charity’s outlook and make it more central
to the life of the village community. Part of this strategy was to distribute a
newsletter to inform the residents about what the Trust was doing.

The Trust approached us to design and layout the newsletter while they provided
the contents.



2.
Solution

What we did

In consultation with the Trust, we decided to use a design providing blocks for various
stories and lists. We focussed on a design that utilised a similar colour scheme to that
used on the web site and in the logo. The newsletter’s background included separate
areas of white, green, and grey. These areas visually separated different parts of the
newsletter from each other, and the unusual angles used in some of the intersections
created tension in the design.

The masthead across the top of the design included a monochrome image of the village
hall with coloured highlights of emphasis. This technique is reminiscent of the new web
site design, the Trust's brand, and ties the Trust into the village's history.

We were careful with typography to ensure the newsletter was legible and suitable for
print. For this reason, we were unable to use the typefaces used by the Trust on its web
site: these were not pragmatic for readability at printed sizes and were technically
awkward to print. To aid legibility, we chose a seriffed body text font and used a sans-serif
font for headings. The differentiation between body text and headlines enabled us to
reduce title sizes, providing us more negative space and larger text areas.



3.
Conclusions

Successes

The newsletter was printed and distributed throughout the catchment area of the village
hall.

All feedback received by the Trust was positive. The newsletter helped the Trust establish
its new web site and contact details for the Trustees. The weekend the newsletter was
distributed witnessed a tenfold spike in traffic to the charity’s web site and increased
activity on the new Facebook™ page.

Challenges

The Trust limited the size of the newsletter to a double-sided A4 print to reduce print costs
for the sponsor. This limitation created a challenge to place the content provided to us
within the defined space while maintaining ample negative space around stories. Through
the use of typography and precise layout, we were able to create a suitable design.

The Trust wanted the newsletter folded into a Z-fold for delivery. For the success of this
fold, we had to make sure the masthead would be visible above the fold. We decided the
masthead should take up the top one-third of the first side to accommodate this.
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Impacts

The local community engaged with the newsletter, and the Trust received a
demonstrable boost in activity following its distribution. The Trust's web site and
social media profiles also saw increased activity.

We were pleased to provide the Trust with an affordable and professional print run.

Special offer for residents
LANDS [TEC Nerth East is a not-far-profit
VILLAGE HALL arganisation with reglsered charity
status. It has delivered inspiring and
independent traiming for mare than
15 years of educasianal excellence. It
delivers 2 selection of apprenticeships
and short, fully-funded courses in
areas lke Business Administrasion,
IT, Saftware Development, Digizal
Marketing, and Remote working.

Lands Village Hall has negotiated
with ITEC NE a limited time offer
for residents. When you complers
& short course, you will receive 3
£25 Amazon Voucher as well as a
natiomally recogrised qualification.
To-qualify, youmust inform the Trust
af your registration and complete the

Introducing the Trustees eomrse by 31 July 2000,

With the COVID-19 Lockdown in the lirst stages of easing, | wanted o
Imraduce the new Lands Village Hall eam, which was appolened just before
the Lockdown started.

“We are here to help people in the
communiry achieve their full parenrial,
1o find work cr to progress furtherin
emnplayment. Our courses are designed
o develop the skills in demand by
employers.” said Paul Dodd, Head of

ip laze
hall asd get it back into use. We've already finished an asbestos survey, and
started plarsming the elecerical warks eeded o nsake the hall safe.
Busimess Sapport & Performance. “I0
you are upemplayed, considering a
career change. or a business awner
with staff training needs, coesact me
o discuss how we can help.”

The Trustees and sponsors Paul ean be consacted a
People are already starting o help with the list of things thas need to be done p sl Pitecne,co.uk or eene, couk,
S i Kartars g X o prcdo. gl S 04 chairiman) o
Weare here for everyone. i Sk (secretary)
Lhape to see you all at an event soo. Gasil Bedd rreasurer)
£ Tt
ol ik

And we've started working ta tidy the green spaces and ta reclzim aur allow
land. We bape 1o bring this land into bester mse for the community while
respecting 2nd helping the local wildlife and biodiversity using the skills of
local residents. Hapefully, this knowledige is something that we can develop
and improve for future generations.

Our website is now available online!

Thanks to the sponsorship ol Redeentaur,

- a1 [ocal dipital development service, we
now have a website. Redcentaur offers
weh development, hosting and system
design at affordable . It paid for
the registration, hosting and design of
the website for the first year,
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Get involved

We encourage residents 10 get invodved in making the village hall a centre far
all the community. There s abways plenty to do and oar friendly tzam will
enjoy helping you get stuck in

As an organisation, there are many different ways 1o belp: whether you like
10 ges your hands dirry or prefer to arganise things. And there are plency of

appartunities o leam new skills o try your hand a something differen., ‘The site will allow us to publish our

newsletter online in future, as well as
If you'd like to get more invobved in your community, meet your neighbours give details of village events, updates,
and do something fun and warthwhile, get in touch with Al D, ar

entail infog@landsvillapehallak.

For the first time, we have online
updares and discussion through our
website and the Facebook page that
Redcentanr developed for us,
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Figure 1: Newsletter A-side Figure 2: Newsletter B-side
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